
 Staff Summary Report 
 
City Council Date:  05/15/08       Agenda Item Number:  18 
  
 SUBJECT:  Request for a Final Subdivision Plat for CITY HALL COMPLEX located at 31 East Fifth Street. 
 
 DOCUMENT NAME: 20080515dskko01       PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 
 
 SUPPORTING DOCS:  Yes 
 
 COMMENTS: Request by CITY HALL COMPLEX (PL080118) (City of Tempe, owner; Chris Aulerich, Brady-

Aulerich & Associates, Inc., applicant) for a Final Subdivision Plat on +/- 6.91 net acres located at 
31 East Fifth Street in the CC, City Center District and within the TOD, Transportation Overlay 
District, including the following: 

  
SBD08010 – Final Subdivision Plat to combine the property into four lots and two parcels. 

  
 PREPARED BY:  Kevin O’Melia, Senior Planner (480-350-8432) 
 
 REVIEWED BY: Lisa Collins, Planning Director (480-350-8989) 
  Chris Anaradian, Development Services Department Director (480-858-2204) 
 
 LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 
 
 FISCAL NOTE: N/A 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Approval, subject to one (1) condition 
 
 ADDITIONAL INFO:  
 
  Gross/Net site area  +/- 6.91 acres 
   
 A Final Subdivision Plat is being undertaken to combine the numerous city-owned properties at 

the City Hall Complex into four parcels and two tracts.  This subdivision is a re-plat of part of the 
historic subdivision recorded in Book 2 and Page 26 of Maps in 1893. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
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2. Aerial Photo 
3. Letter of Explanation 
4. Subdivision Plat Title Sheet, Sheet 1 of 3  
5. Subdivision Plat Legal Description continuation Sheet 2 of 3 
6. Subdivision Plat Site Plan, Sheet 3 of 3 
 



 
PL080118 – CITY HALL COMPLEX FINAL PLAT Page 2  
City Council: May 15, 2008  
 
 

COMMENTS: 
 
Project Analysis 
The area of the City Hall Complex is bounded by 5th Street to the north, Forest Avenue to the east, Mill Avenue to the west and 6th 
Street to the south (the portion of 6th Street Park in the old 6th Street alignment is included in the area).  Exceptions to the City Hall 
Complex within this area are the northwest corner, containing the Laird Building and the Valley Art Theater, and the northeast corner, 
a vacant parcel that is proposed for the Residence Inn. 
 
The City Hall Complex is undergoing modifications along its eastern portion, including the construction of a municipal garage which 
will also serve the Residence Inn.  This redevelopment has prompted a re-plat to tidy up the land on which the City Hall Complex 
rests, chiefly to combine numerous, small lot-tied properties from the Block 2 subdivision of early Tempe.  There are no adjustments 
to the public right of way included with this document.   
 
The subdivision plat will create four lots and two common tracts.  A physical description of the lots and tracts is as follows:  

• Lot 1 contains the existing 525 Building with its government offices and first floor retail on Mill and 6th Street.  This building is 
on the site of the Western Savings and Loan Building.  

• Lot 2, in the center, contains the existing City Hall (designed by Michael & Kemper Goodwin, Architects) and the small 
surface parking lot west of City Hall.  

• Lot 3 contains the proposed municipal garage with proposed first floor retail and second floor offices on Fifth Street.  The 
municipal garage is currently under construction on the site of the Goodwin architectural office building and Kemper 
Goodwin Residence.   

• Lot 4 contains the existing Tempe Performing Arts Center  
• Tract A contains the existing 6th Street Park, including the portion of the 6th Street alignment directly between the City Hall 

and the Orchid House, the old Birchett property on Mill Avenue between the 525 Building and the Valley Art Theater, and the 
pedestrian plaza between the 525 Building and City Hall. 

• Tract B is the site of the (now demolished) parking lot east of the City Hall and includes the area between the City Hall, the 
Performing Arts Center and the proposed garage.  This “L” shape tract extends between 5th and 6th Streets and will contain 
an eastern addition to the 6th Street Park. 

      
Staff recommends approval of the subdivision plat subject to one condition of approval.  Public input for this re-plat is not required. 
 
REASON FOR  APPROVAL: 
1. The Final Subdivision Plat conforms to the technical standards of Tempe City Code Chapter 30, Subdivisions. 
 
SBD08010 
CONDITION OF APPROVAL: 
 
1. Place the Subdivision Plat into proper engineered format with appropriate signature blanks.   Record the Subdivision Plat with the 

Maricopa County Recorder’s Office through the Tempe Development Services Department on or before one year from date of City 
Council approval (May 15, 2009).  Failure to record the plan by one year from date of City Council approval shall make the 
approval of the Subdivision Plat null and void.
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HISTORY & FACTS: 
June 7, 1893 The Tempe Land Improvement Company published a plat of Lots, Streets and Alleys, a subdivision of the 

Southwest quarter and the South half of the Northwest quarter of Section Fifteen, Township One North of 
Range Four East of Gila and Salt River Base and Meridian situated in Maricopa County, Territory of 
Arizona.  The subdivision was executed by L. N. Blinn (President of the Tempe Land and Management 
Company) before Geo. N. Parsons (Commissioner of Deeds for Arizona Territory). 

 
June 19, 1893 In the State of California, County of Los Angeles, the subdivision was filed and recorded at request of B. 

A. Dickes at 11 o’clock A.M. in Book 2 of Maps, Page 26, by Neri Osborne, County Recorder. 
  
February 5, 1970 Building Permit #23806 issued for Municipal Offices at 31 East 5th Street. 
  
March 13, 1986 City Council approved the request by City of Tempe for a Site Plan #SIP-86.19 for the expansion of the 

Municipal Building complex consisting of 57,500 s.f. on 3.89 acres with use permits located at 31 – 115 
East 5th Street. 

 
April 13, 1989: City Council approved the request by the City of Tempe for a Site Plan #SIP-89.17 for the expansion of 

the Municipal Building Complex consisting of 156,354 s.f. on 9.4 net acres located at 31 – 115 East 5th 
Street. 

 
May 14, 1990 A Development and Disposition Agreement (C 90-71) was entered into between City of Tempe and 

Biltmore Estates Realty and Development, Inc. which included an easement for access to the eastern end 
of the (then proposed) Laird Building redevelopment on adjacent city property and allowed the re-
establishment and extension of the historic veranda in the 5th Street and Mill Avenue right of ways.   

 Note: The eastern portion of this easement, on Lot 2, is included on the subdivision plat 
 
October 9, 2007: Development Review Commission approved the request by the City of Tempe for the development of a 

five level, +/- 422 space parking garage and a two level, +/- 12,000 s.f. retail facility.  The project is located 
at 117 East 5th Street in City Center District and the Transportation Overlay District. The request includes 
Development Plan Review (DPR07173) including building elevations, site plan and landscape plan.   

 Note: A Covenant and Agreement to hold as one, including Lot 3 and Lot 4 of the proposed subdivision 
and the Residence Inn property, was subsequently executed.  This agreement allows openings to occur at 
the property lines separating Lot 3 and Lot 4 from the Residence Inn.  This allows direct pedestrian 
ingress and egress between the Residence Inn, the garage, and the adjacent open space to the south.   

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 Owner –   City of Tempe 
 Applicant –   Chris Aulerich, Brady-Aulerich & Associates, Inc. 
 Land Surveyor –   Chris Aulerich, Brady-Aulerich & Associates, Inc. 
 
 General Plan 2030 
 Projected Land Use – Mixed Use 
 
 Zoning 
 Existing Zoning:  CC, City Center District and within TOD, Transportation Overlay District 
 
 Site 
 Gross/ Net Site Area: +/- 6.91 acres (301,198 s.f.) 
  
ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT CODE REFERENCE: 
Section 6-307, Subdivisions, Lot Splits and Adjustments. 
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BRADY • AULERICH & ASSDCIATES. INC. 
Civil Engineering • Land Surveying
 

Construction Staking
 

April 1, 2008 

Mr. Kevin O'Melia 
CITY OF TEMPE 
31 East Fifth Street 
Tempe, AZ 85281 

RE: CITY HALL COMPLEX 

Dear Mr. O'Melia: 

C.E. Aulerich P.L.S. 

Dennis H. Brady R.L.S. 

Robert N. Hermon P.E./R.L.S. 

E. Terry Holbert R.L.S. 

Larry B. James R.L.S. 

The City of Tempe has requested a four (4) lot 2-tract subdivision located at the Tempe 
City Hall Complex site, South of 5th Street and East of Mill Avenue, in order to combine 
remnant properties. 

Respectfully Submitted,
 
BRADY'AULERICH & ASSOCIATES, INC.
 

~::iC::~£-~ 
CEA:abc 

1030 East Guadalupe Road· Tempe, Arizona 85283-3044 • (480) 839-4000 • FAX (480) 345-9259 
www.baa-survey.com 
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